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Dear St. Joseph Families, 
We’re 3 weeks into the month of October. Our
students have had a number of experiences
throughout the school year. We’ve had the fun
times like book fair this week and Falcon Fest.
We’ve also had prayerful times like a school
rosary and adoration of the Blessed Sacrament.
Students have just finished a 9 weeks with many
academic challenges. No doubt, it has been busy
for the students. 
If life is busy for someone who is 8-9 years old,
it’s probably infinitely more busy for someone
who is getting close to 40 (maybe 40 is in the
rearview mirror). On of the most important things
you can do as a parent is take time to talk with
your children. I do not mean to discuss
academics (but do discuss academics). This is
not my plea for you to read page 2 of the
newsletter (I’m sure you’ve done that multiple
times already). This is more about taking time to
get to know what’s simply happening in your
child’s life.
Sure, life does not end at 3:30 for most of us.
The afternoon is sometimes busier than the
school day with practices, homework (not too
much, I’m sure), or just getting supper on the
table. As busy as life is, spending quality time by
listening to our children is critical to their
development. Children need to hear that we are
proud of them. They need to know they are
supported. They need to know there is someone
who loves them and wants to listen to them.
Maybe, they’re just dying to tell you the same
silly joke they told you last month.
The larger the family is, the more difficult it is to
give large quantities of time. An acquaintance of
mine commits to at least 10 minutes with each of
his 4 children each day. This ensures that they
know they are valued, and their time with you is
important. If you don’t have that much time
everyday, give to them what you can. Be an ear
for them so you can know them and support
them. St. Joseph, pray for us. 



VIRTUE OF
RESPECT
VIRTUE OF
RESPECT

DEFINITION
Speaking and acting
according to our own
and others' rights,
status, and
circumstances.

PRAYER
Dear Jesus, help me
to show reverence to
people who are in
authority over me as
I would to You. And
help me give all
persons the honor
they deserve as Your
unique creations.

LOOKS LIKE
Only saying nice
things about your
siblings and
classmates.

ST. CATHERINE OF
ALEXANDRIA

In the ancient world,
Alexandria was the city with
the best schools and wisest
teachers. By the age of
eighteen, Catherine was
well-known for her wisdom
and goodness, even though
she was a Christian. The ruler
of the city wanted her to
commit a sin and give up her
Christian faith. She
respectfully refused. He
brought several of his wisest
teachers to talk her out of
her faith. Catherine answered
all their objections and was
able to explain the faith
calmly. The ruler grew angry
as Catherine was speaking
and he ordered her to be put
to death.
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MIDDLE SCHOOL AWARDS

HELD IN 
THE CHURCH!










